County Generating Station Incident Report
What:

Injury to Maintenance Employee

When:

Monday, December 17, 2007 – 1330 Hours

Where:

“Pump Room – Ground Level”
Incident Description:

The injured Maintenance employee was assigned to perform repair work on drain piping in the Pump Room. The piping is fabricated of a plastic material and is lifted up to the 2nd landing by ropes for installation. While two other employees were lifting from the 2nd landing, the injured employee was handling a guide rope to stabilize the lifted pipe. This pipe had to be brought through a cut-out portion of grating approximately 60 feet above the ground level.
As the pipe came through the hole, another piece of grating that appeared to be secured by weld came loose and fell towards the employee below. The size of this grating piece is 34inches long by 18 inches wide. (See Photos Below)  The two employees on the 2nd landing yelled at the employee below that the grating had fallen, but it did strike him on the hard hat as he tried to move away.
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This is the angle from which the grating struck the employee from 60 feet above.
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This is the hole that the piping was lifted through and where the grating piece fell from and struck the employee on the head. The grating appeared to be attached to the plate, but was only “tack-welded.”
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This is the area where the employee was working to assist in the lifting of the pipe to the 2nd level. The space is very limited for a quick escape from the falling object.
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The employee was sitting on the base of the recycle pump and was conscious and alert when his fellow employees arrived from above.  He said he was ok, but did have some discomfort in his shoulder and had a headache.  He was immediately taken to the  Hospital in XXXX for observation and tests, including substance abuse.

The physician concluded that he had not suffered any fractures or head trauma.  The only bruising occurred on his left shoulder from a glancing blow from the grating piece. There was a high level of soreness and headache pain, and three (3) prescriptions were written for the employee.

This was an unfortunate and avoidable incident, but there is a consensus from the investigation team that this employee’s personal protective equipment saved his life. The hard had is fairly new and the suspension was in good shape. It has since been taken out of service. Also, the direction of how the grating struck employee was short of miraculous. If it had been in any other position, the injury could very well have been serious, if not fatal. 
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