Safety Tidbits - 12/3/12

Be Aware of the Risks associated with Space Heaters 

The U.S. CPSC estimates that more than 25,000 residential fires every year are associated with the use of space heaters. The result is more than 300 deaths and 6,000 persons seeking medical attention at emergency rooms for burn injuries associated with contacting hot surfaces of room heaters.

Room gas heaters, portable kerosene heaters (illegal in many states), and portable electric heaters have the highest risk of death and injuries, including non-fire related deaths due to carbon monoxide.

· Electric heaters should be plugged directly into an outlet - not an extension cord or power strip.
· Make sure the unit is UL-approved and equipped with a switch that cuts off the power if it is tipped over.

· Keep cords out of walkways to avoid creating a trip hazard.

· Keep the area directly in front of the heater clear for 36 inches to avoid starting fire.
· Turn off the heater when you leave the room.
· If a space heater is use in a bathroom make sure the outlet is protected with a GFCI.

· If the heater cord, outlet or switch, feel warm, shut off the heater.  Turn the thermostatic control down and wait for things to cool before plugging back in. 

· Keep tabs on heaters placed under desks or in enclosed areas – to make sure combustibles do not get too close to the heater face.

· Do not locate or place a heater in exit ways, walkways or other paths of travel.

· Open coil heaters and those with an open flame should not be used indoors.
Your Attitude, not your aptitude, will determine your altitude.  It is not your inherent ability that determines your success, but your attitude.  Some people who’ve had everything given to them fail miserably, simply because they gave up when the going got rough.  Others who started with nothing have become successful.  With a positive attitude all you need to be successful is the determination and drive to persevere. -Zig Ziglar

Enjoy the Holidays – Drink Responsibly

The holidays are celebratory times. Unfortunately celebration in excess often leads to drunk-driving related accidents. So, develop a game plan before the drinking starts. According to the CDC, 36 people die and 700 are injured each day in the United States as a result of drunk driving.  That is more than twice the number of people who die on the job each day.
· In 2006 there were 17,941 driving fatalities related to alcohol - 41% of the total 43,000 fatalities. 

· Half of all holiday driving fatalities are alcohol-related. 

· Most people with DUIs are not alcoholics.
· About 80 percent of alcohol-related fatalities are caused by beer consumption
· The average DUI, DWI or OWI now runs between $7,000 and $20,000
When you are replacing only two tires, the new ones go on the front, Right?   WRONG!!!
In preparing for winter I decided to replace the back tires on my front-wheel drive vehicle! I told the young Tech at the tire shop to put the new ones on the front, but he said ‘that thinking is old school.’ So, I explained all the reasons why the new tires should go on the front (better steering, better braking, better/quieter ride, etc.), he held his ground!!! He said his Goodyear Training told him I was wrong, but he could not remember why.  I start thinking ‘So do you feel lucky punk’…but I caved and the tires went on the back.’  I checked online when I got home and he was right!  Rear tires provide stability, and without stability, steering or braking on a wet or even damp surface might cause a spin. If you have new tires up front, they will easily disperse water while the half-worn rears will go surfing: The water will literally lift the worn rear tires off the road. If you're in a slight corner or on a crowned road, the car will spin out so fast you won't be able to say, "Oh, fudge!"   There is no "even if" to this one. Whether you own a front-, rear- or all-wheel-drive car, truck, or SUV, the tires with the most tread go on the rear. Don't believe it? Watch the video – it made me a believer....  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=--Hb5kQCaTg&feature=youtu.be
Another link for those in heavy snow country http://www.discounttire.com/dtcs/winterFAQ.do
Enjoy Life - Laugh More

What do you get when you throw a grenade into a French kitchen? Linoleum Blownapart.

What do you call a chicken crossing the road? Poultry in motion.
