Safety Tidbits 11/12/12
Line of Fire Fatality

ELKHORN, WI -- A public works employee was killed on the job in Walworth County. The sheriff's department said Tuesday 66-year-old died after he was struck by a dump truck. The victim was part of a crew that was doing sealing work on County Highway J in the Town of Troy Monday. Sheriff's officials say the victim and the truck driver who struck him were longtime employees of the county's Department of Public Works. The driver was backing up when the victim was struck. The victim was pronounced dead at the scene.  The bigger the equipment the larger the blind spot may be. Never assume a driver or equipment operator sees you, whether in a vehicle or on foot)…have the operator acknowledge your presence via radio or some pre-determined  signal (e.g., flashing head lights, sounding horn, hand wave, etc.). Stay Alive - Stay out of the Blind spot!
More on Home Safety 

Doing laundry is most likely part of your everyday routine. But did you know how important taking care of your clothes dryer is to the safety of your home? With a few simple safety tips you can help prevent a clothes dryer fire.
Fact: The leading cause of home clothes dryer fires is failure to clean them.
-Do not use the dryer without a lint filter.

-Make sure you clean the lint filter before or after each load of laundry. Remove lint that has collected around the drum.

-Rigid or flexible metal venting material should be used to sustain proper air flow and drying time.

-Make sure the air exhaust vent pipe is not restricted and the outdoor vent flap will open when the dryer is operating. 

Once a year, or more often if you notice that it is taking longer than normal for your

clothes to dry, clean lint out of the vent pipe or have a dryer lint removal service do it for you. –

-Keep dryers in good working order. 

-Gas dryers should be inspected by a professional to make sure that the gas line and connection are intact and free of leaks.

-Make sure the right plug and outlet are used and that the machine is connected properly.

-Follow the manufacturer’s operating instructions and don’t overload your dryer. 

-Turn the dryer off if you leave home or when you go to bed. NFPA.org/education 
Fall Protection Violations Top List of OSHA Violations for 2012 

ORLANDO, FL -- A preliminary list of the Top 10 most frequently cited workplace safety violations for fiscal year 2012 was released at the National Safety Council’s Congress and Expo held at the Orlando County Convention Center late last month. Many of these look similar to what we’ve seen in the past…they are:

1. Fall Protection – General Requirements (1926.501) Total violations: 7,250
2. Hazard Communication (1910.1200) Total violations: 4,696
3. Scaffolding (1926.451) Total violations: 3,814
4. Respiratory Protection (1910.134) Total violations: 2,371 
5. Ladders (1926.1053) Total violations: 2,310
6. Machine Guarding (1910.212) Total violations: 2,097
7. Powered Industrial Trucks (1910.178) Total violations: 1,993
8. Electrical – Wiring Methods (1910.305) Total violations: 1,744
9. Lockout/Tagout (1910.147) Total violations: 1,572
10. Electrical – General Requirements (1910.303) Total violations: 1,332
Off the job Safety - when was the last time you…

Changed your furnace filter?

Had your fireplace cleaned?

Checked your smoke detector and/or Carbon Monoxide monitor or changed the battery?
Changed your windshield wipers?

Located your ice scraper… in most areas of the country, motorists are already using them?
Checked your trunk for extra clothing, gloves and other outer gear?
Lighten up!

What did the Judge say when a skunk walked into the Courtroom?   Odor in the court!!!
Why wouldn’t the shrimp share his treasure?  He was a little shellfish!
