Safety Tidbits 9/3/12
Line of Fire Fatality

Elkhorn, Wis. -- A public works employee was killed on the job in Walworth County. The sheriff's department said Tuesday 66-year-old died after he was struck by a dump truck. The victim was part of a crew that was doing sealing work on County Highway J in the Town of Troy Monday. Sheriff's officials say the victim and the truck driver who struck him were longtime employees of the county's Department of Public Works. The driver was backing up when the victim was struck. The victim was pronounced dead at the scene.  The bigger the equipment the larger the blind spot may be. Never assume a driver or equipment operator sees you, whether in a vehicle or on foot)…have operator acknowledge your presence via radio or some predetermined  signal (e.g., flashing head lights, sounding horn, hand wave, etc.). Stay Alive - Stay out of the Blind spot!

Think about it!

Nothing that I can do will change the structure of the universe. But maybe, by raising my voice I can help the greatest of all causes -- goodwill among men and peace on earth. –Albert Einstein
The American Red Cross Still Needs Your Help – Blood Reserves are at a 15 year Low!!
-Donate if you can – you could Save up to 3 Lives! -Supplies continue to be in short supply and with hurricane season in full swing. Conditions may not improve for a while.

Did you know…

-Only 37% of the US population is eligible to donate blood.  Less than 10% of Americans actually do.

-Every 2 seconds somebody needs blood and 

-43,000 pints of donated blood are used each day in the U.S. and Canada.
-45% of people in the U.S. have type O (+/-) blood. 
-O- blood donors (~7% of the population) have universal blood which can be given to anyone.
-Type O- blood is often used in emergencies before the patient's blood type is known, and with newborns needing blood. 

-AB type blood donors (only 4% of the population is) have universal plasma – anyone can receive their platelets. 

-One platelet donation can be worth from 12 to 18 whole blood donations – many patients who need platelets are undergoing chemotherapy or organ transplant and have weakened immune systems.

The Red Cross encourages all to donate whole blood, especially anyone with O- blood, and all donors with A+, B+, and AB blood types to consider donating platelets which can take 2-3 hours.  
More on Home Safety 

Doing laundry is part of our everyday routine. But did you know how important taking care of your clothes dryer is to the safety of your home? With a few simple safety tips you can help prevent a clothes dryer fire.
Fact: The leading cause of home clothes dryer fires is failure to clean them.
-Never use your dryer without a lint filter.

-Make sure you clean the lint filter before or after each load of laundry. Remove lint that has collected around   the drum.  If the dryer is not drying properly, you may need to disassemble the lint catcher and clean out the build-up – I do that about once every 18 months or so to keep the dryer running efficiently.  
-Rigid or flexible metal venting material should be used to sustain proper air flow and drying time.

-Make sure the air exhaust vent pipe is not restricted and the outdoor vent flap will open when the dryer is operating. 

-Annually, or more often if you notice that it is taking longer than normal for your clothes to dry, clean lint out of the vent pipe. 
-Keep dryers in good working order. 

-Gas dryers should be inspected by a professional to make sure that the gas line and connection are intact and free of leaks.

-Follow the manufacturer’s operating instructions and don’t overload your dryer. 

-Turn the dryer off if you leave home or when you go to bed. -NFPA.org/education 
Laughter is good medicine

Why was the Energizer Bunny arrested?    He was charged with battery. 
What did one ball say to the other ball? Nothing - he just looked round!
