Safety Tidbits 8-27-12

We must use the Correct Terms
JSAs, JHAs & PPE Assessments won’t help if we get the terminology WRONG!  
Check out this article for a PA paper - Bethlehem worker rescued after passing out on roof due fumes
‘A worker was overcome by ammonia fumes while working on equipment on the roof of a building. The victim was atop the roof of a heat-treating company when he inhaled a large amount of ammonia fumes.

The initial blast of fumes came from a furnace-like piece of equipment and knocked the worker unconscious. Bethlehem police and fire crews responding to the scene were told to use caution since the company uses many dangerous chemical agents. Police released a news alert about the incident, warning that it could develop into a potential hazardous material, but said no chemicals were released into the atmosphere.’
OK -- Time to review!!! – Yes, they got it wrong in the story above!!  These were not FUMES – a fume is an airborne solid.  These were VAPORS – an airborne gas….big difference in which respirator you need.  Hopefully, FD personnel know and understand the difference.   Did the worker have the wrong respirator?  
I don’t know but if he thought he was dealing with fumes he would have worn a particulate filter respirator - example: 3M’a 8835 Dust/Mist/Metal Fume Respirator) instead of the required Cartridge-type needed for Ammonia VAPORS - example: 3M Ammonia Methylamine Organic Vapor Cartridge 6004.  NOTE: they are NOT interchangeable. 
The wrong filtering media is a false sense of security and can lead to death just as using an air purifying respirator in an Oxygen-deficient atmosphere where an atmosphere-supplying (SCBA) respirator is needed will surely lead to asphyxiation.  All safety professionals make mistakes – make sure you know what hazards you will be exposed to and challenge the safety team. (Unsure ASK!) - so you can get the proper information to the safety professionals that work hard to get you the right PPE.  Effective communication is a must if we want to avoid these types of tragedies in the future, and the life you save may be your own.
Our principles are the springs of our actions. Our actions, the springs of our happiness or misery. Too much care, therefore, cannot be taken in forming our principles. -Red Skelton 

ATM and Debit Card Tips   
Bank with Caution. Whenever getting cash from an ATM look out for card readers or mini-cams that thieves install in ATMs to steal PN numbers and account information. (See link at bottom of article)

Use only indoor ATMs. Those inside banks are generally the safest.

Cover the Keypad. Use one hand to shield the other as you type in your PIN to keep your PIN code private.
Use Credit Cards. Book airline and hotel reservations with your credit card rather than debit cards, that way you can easily dispute a charge if something goes wrong. 
Use the Credit Option. To protect yourself, always use the credit option when making purchases – that way you don’t have to use your PIN – so you protect yourself and your money.
Additional Benefits. Credit cards can offer extra benefits, such as loss or damage protection for baggage, and points for mileage or other rewards.  For more check out this link:
http://www.slideshare.net/worldstuff/how-to-detect-atm-card-skimming-and-pin-capturing-scams
Credit card skimmers/readers
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Why did the two ghouls decide to get married?  They loved each shudder!
