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	Safety Tidbits 

	                  12-4-17                       Courage is the ladder on which all the other virtues mount. -Clare Booth Luce

	Arrive Alive…

Don’t Drink & Drive
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A few items that may help you deal with your nuisance birds 
Auditory devices: Ultrasonic devices produce sound waves that are inaudible to the human ear but extremely bothersome to birds, bats, and rodents. Sonic devices are audible to birds (as well as the rest of the world). They might feature distress calls or predator noises.

Visual devices: These products scare birds away visually. These products include strobe lights, bird-scare balloons, holographic tape, and predator decoys.

Taste/smell repellent: This liquid deterrent uses methyl anthranilate (derived from Concord grapes) to give birds a sensation similar to the one people experience around bleach.

Roost inhibitors: These are physical barriers to roosting sites. They can be in the form of sticky chemicals, spike strips, or netting.

Anyone who manages a facility has a responsibility to keep the work environment in good, safe condition for their employees. Clearing a bird infestation can make a huge difference in terms of economics, morale, and most importantly, safety. Remember, if the choices are overwhelming or you do not know where to start, there are always bird control experts who will be happy to help.
	A Health Hazard Employers Cannot Afford to Ignore

It used to be that bird infestations were frustrating simply because they forced facility managers to waste money cleaning up after a renewable source of mess. Today, you have the threat of lawsuits, as well as the day-to-day expense of bird infestation problems.

Birds do not just leave behind visually unappealing droppings; they create dangerous environments. Studies show that more than 60 diseases can be transferred from birds to human beings, sometimes with fatal results. The build-up of bird droppings opens up the potential for slip-and-fall lawsuits, as well as OSHA or other agencies citing your facility.

We tend to brush off bird droppings as merely an eyesore, but they are the main source of disease transmission between birds and humans. While this might seem bizarre because most people do their best to avoid direct contact with fecal matter, we have to understand that as bird droppings dry, they turn to dust. People in the environment inhale the fungus and bacteria the droppings may contain. 

The CDC suggests that for areas known for or suspected of being contaminated by H. capsulatum (histoplasmosis)—areas “such as bird roosts, attics, or even entire buildings that contain accumulations of bat or bird manure”—signs should be posted warning of the health risk.

If just one person contracts a disease and sues because of birds in your facility, a lawsuit can be truly substantial. In Palm Beach, Fla., a teacher won $1.2 million in a settlement when he contracted Cryptococcus while working at a school. The district was advised to settle because it feared a loss could exceed $3.7 million (South Florida Sentinel, March 29, 2001). The article reported the virus can live in a person for years and then suddenly become symptomatic when the individual’s immune system hits a low point.  Here is the link to more information: https://ohsonline.com/Articles/2008/07/The-Real-Cost-of-Uncontrolled-Bird-Infestations.aspx
Signs & Symptoms of Some Cold-induced Injuries

Here are some things family members and co-workers should watch for to avoid injury.

Signs and symptoms of hypothermia:
• Shivering
• Slurred speech or mumbling
• Slow, shallow breathing
• Weak pulse
• Clumsiness or lack of coordination
• Drowsiness or very low energy
• Confusion or memory loss
• Loss of consciousness
Signs and symptoms of Frost Bite

• At first, cold skin and a prickling feeling

• Numbness

• Red, white, bluish-white or grayish-yellow skin

• Hard or waxy-looking skin

• Clumsiness due to joint and muscle stiffness

• Blistering after rewarming, in severe cases
Next week we’ll look at tips to that can help prevent cold weather injuries. 

	If you find serenity and happiness, some people may be jealous. Be happy anyway. -Mother Teresa


Never Quit

Moses was trapped on every side,

but then he saw the Red Sea divide…
Never give up!

Abraham could not bring forth a son,

but Sarah gave birth to the promised one…
Never give up!

Gideon was the least of Israel’s men,

but God used him to save them once again…

Never give up!

Many others received help from God, too,

and it is certain He won’t fail you… 
So keep on going & Never give up!

“You knew there were better things waiting for you that will last forever. So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord. Remember the great reward it brings you!” Hebrews 10:34-35 (NLT)

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) 
Tenacity is a pretty fair substitute for bravery, and the best form of tenacity I know is expressed in a Danish fur trapper's principle: "The next mile is the only one a person really has to make." 
Eric Sevareid, 
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