
December 6 has been designated by MSHA as National Miners Day.  With everything else happening in 

the mining and regulatory arena, the event has not yet been well publicized.  Many of the folks may be 

unaware of the designation.  One may even question what we should do about it.  I have some 

suggestions. 

1)  Make color copies of the poster accompanying this memo in your email and place them 

prominently (ASAP) on bulletin boards around the operation. 

 

2) Celebrate the event.  Spring for doughnuts, pizza or burritos for the crew.  Take a 

few minutes to reflect on the importance of mining in this nation -- our 

important contribution to the American way of life.  Consider the importance of 

health and safety in all that we do both at work and away from work.   

 

3) Conduct a special safety meeting.  Consider each of our motives for working 

safely and for helping one another work safely.  Re-commit to safety excellence. 

Below is a list of mine disasters that occurred in New Mexico over the years.  It was compiled from 

information maintained by NIOSH.  Note that the last recorded mine disaster in New Mexico was in 

March of 1954—more than 63-years ago.   

New Mexico Mine Disasters 
     

       Date Mine Name City State Killed Product Type 

02/27/1895 White Ash Cerrillos NM 24 Coal Explosion 

03/10/1895 Old Abe White Oaks NM 8 Gold Fire 

04/21/1899 Cook & White Madrid NM 5 Coal Explosion 

6/19/1903 Blossburg, No. 3 Blossburg NM 5 Coal Explosion 

10/5/1906 Dutchman Blossburg NM 10 Coal Explosion 

12/31/1907 Bernal Carthage NM 11 Coal Explosion 

10/22/1913 Stag Canon No. 2 Dawson NM 263 Coal Explosion 

4/14/1920 Stag Canon Nos. 1 & 6 Dawson NM 5 Coal Explosion 

11/5/1922 #4 Anthracite Mine Madrid NM 7 Coal Explosion 

11/25/1922 No. 4 Cerillos NM 12 Coal Explosion 

12/6/1930 Lamb Madrid NM 5 Coal Explosion 

12/7/1932 Morgan-Jones Madrid NM 14 Coal Explosion 

7/28/1944 Brilliant No. 2 Brilliant NM 6 Coal Explosion 

3/31/1954 Santa Rita Open Pit Santa Rita NM 5 Copper Premature blast 
 



4) Visit the MSHA website and review some of the history.  Look at the photographs depicting the

conditions that miners worked under.  Look at the photographic history of mine rescue.  Play

back some of the vintage training videos preserved on the MSHA website.

https://www.msha.gov/about/history 

https://arlweb.msha.gov/Streaming/VintageClips.asp 

5) Finally, consider what the state of mining (mine safety) might look like 25 years from now; 50

years from now.  What will those miners think when they look back on the history of mining

circa 2017?

Will fatal injuries be a rarity? 

What role will automation play? 

What new uses will be discovered for mined materials? 

How will the current generation of young miners contribute to the future state of mining? 

https://www.msha.gov/about/history
https://arlweb.msha.gov/Streaming/VintageClips.asp



